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E3¥ BHF Dance Academy




Frequently Asked Questions 

What is BHF Dance Academy?  

The Dance Academy was established in 2002 at the Brodhead Health and Fitness Center.  We started on Saturday mornings with 30 students, now we have more than 200 dancers taking classes each week.  
Who teaches the classes?

DeAnne Boegli is the director of the Academy and also a teacher.  She is assisted by teachers: Taya Smith and Ashley Curtis.  All highly skilled instructors who are great with kids.  Our teachers are consistently rated highly by both parents and students in our customer satisfaction surveys.   
What classes are offered?

Pre-Ballet for age 3 -4 year olds
Ballet  
Jazz  (broadway style)
Tap

Hip-Hop (street style)
How old do they need to be to start?  

Pre-ballet is the first class that is available for 3 - 4 year old, boys and girls. 
After that, you can start at any age, we’ll place you into classes the best we can, trying to group experience levels as much as possible.  

Which class should I pick?

Start with ballet.  All dancers should have Ballet for about 3 years before they branch out into tap or hip hop classes. The teachers will select the best class for you and may move you to another class after a few weeks to find a better fit. 

For our older students starting out at older ages we still recommend Ballet, but will allow them to take Hip Hop or Jazz without ballet experience.  If you can take ballet and another style of dance you’ll improve more quickly.  
For serious ballet students, we suggest more than one ballet class per week with two barre’ sessions – this is the only way to get into those long-awaited pointe shoes! 

How much time is required?

We practice each class once per week.   Most classes are 30 minutes long, however some older classes are 45 minutes.   We practice for 28 weeks in total, starting in October, each week until May when we host our annual recital.  You need to commit to be at all classes, it’s a team sport.  

How much do classes cost?

Each class is $170 for the entire season. About $6.00 per class.  Plus an annual $15.00 Registration Fee. 
We do have payment options for you if you decide to take more than one class. If you are a member at BHF you also get a discount that the fitness center provides. Dance classes are not included in your fitness center membership.  Keep in mind dance classes may be available for credit in your health insurance fitness programs.  Your first payment is due by the first class and all payments must be made, including costumes by Mid-December (unless you are on the monthly plan).
Do you accept credit cards?

Yes, please pay at the front desk with a credit card.   We also have other options such as Monthly payments via Automatic Check Withdrawal.  
How big are the class sizes?   
We try to keep them to 8-10 students per class.  Depends on need and teacher availability.  Each class also has an older dance student Class Demonstrator to assist the teacher.
What if my child doesn’t like the class can I get my money back?
Yes, future classes are refundable should you decide not to stick with the program.  However, it is rare that this happens.  For parents of very young kids, you need to give it a good six-weeks before you make that decision.  Our teachers are skilled at dealing with the little dancers who can have trouble detaching from mom and dad at first.  But we’ll figure it out. Sometimes you have to come to class and watch for a couple of weeks to make them comfortable.  If you feel like you are not the right “fit” for the class you were placed, please discuss with your teacher and we can make changes if possible.

Can I watch my child during class?

Sometimes. Generally the classes are for students only.  We do have two observation windows that you can peak in, but that can be very distracting.   We host Visitor’s days a few times throughout the year when you can sit in and watch the entire class.   We do ask that parents of pre-ballet students sit in the waiting area or workout, so we can find you if we need you for a bathroom visit or other need during class.  

Do you compete in dance competitions?

No, we don’t.  While we certainly have the talent, we have not started a competition team for a couple of reasons.  First, it’s a big time and monetary commitment many parents just can’t make.  Second, competitions are not positive dance environments for the most part.   We want our dancers to love to dance, not love to win competitions.   If you really want to do competitions we can recommend other studios nearby.

What is a recital?

Our recital is an exhibition on stage at the Brodhead High School.  Each class has its own music and routine along with a matching costume.   The show is great fun for the students and gives them a chance to learn many new skills as they perform in public.  Last year we had 1,500 people attend our shows to watch us.   It’s a great experience and we do a professional quality show that gets rave reviews each year.
Are there other expenses besides the class fees?

Yes, you will need to purchase a costume, shoes and dancewear for each class.  The costume fee is $50.00.  New tights may also be required for recital. The teachers select and order a costume designed to fit your dancer.  This payment is required in December, or you can pay up front.  Dancing in the recital is optional, so technically this is an expense that you can decide on.  But you need to notify your teacher if you won’t be in the recital since it impacts choreography. 
In addition to this, other costs include shoes and clothing for class, as we approach the recital we do have an optional picture day where you can purchase professional photos.  You will also need to order tickets for the recital, if you need more than the two - three that are given to you.  
Where to I get shoes and clothing for class?   

You can order shoes and clothing from BHF Dance Academy or you can go out and get your own. There are some supplies at the studio for immediate purchase.  JCPenney and Target have a nice selection of dance wear.  We recommend you get shoes direct from us to keep class shoes consistent.   We carry the Revolution Dancewear brand which is high quality and affordable.   We require leather shoes. Please don’t purchase satin ballet slippers or vinyl tap shoes for your student, good for home, but not at the studio.
How to I sign up?

Fill out a new student registration form available at the fitness center and you should also try to attend the open house on Aug. 7  from 9- Noon.   You’ll be mailed a confirmation of your class time in September; payments are due before the first class.  Please make sure you get a receipt for your payments.
Who do I call with more questions?
DeAnne Boegli, Director, 897-8597 or email boegli@verizon.net or visit our website at www.brodheaddance.com
The front desk staff at BHF can usually answer questions and assist with registration at anytime. 

897-(FITT) (3488).

